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Code-of-silence payout: $20M 


Deal in cop’s fatal DUI crash ups tab to $100M 
for misconduct-related judgments in 2 months 


By JASON MEISNER 
Chicago Tribune 


The city of Chicago has 
agreed to pay $20 million to 
settle a code-of-silence law- 
suit brought by the families 
of two young men killed ina 
fiery drunken driving crash 
caused by an off-duty police 
detective, sources told the 
Chicago Tribune. 


The agreement to pay 
$10 million each to relatives 
of Andrew Cazares and 
Fausto Manzera was ar- 
rived at in dramatic fashion 
earlier this month after it 
was revealed that key docu- 
ments involving an alcohol- 
fueled bar fight in detective 
Joseph Frugoli’s past had 
been improperly withheld 
by lawyers for the city. 


The amount of the agree- 
ment was not made public, 
but sources have since con- 
firmed the figure to the 
Tribune. The settlement 
must still be green-lighted 
by the city’s Finance Com- 
mittee before going to the 
full City Council for a vote. 
That could happen as soon 
as next month. 

If approved, it would 


mark yet another massive 
payout for the city in a 
police misconduct suit. In 
the past two months alone, 
nearly $100 million in judg- 
ments have been assessed 
against the city for police- 
related cases, including a 
record $44.7 million jury 
verdict in October for aman 
who was shot by his child- 
hood friend, Officer Patrick 
Kelly, in an off-duty inci- 
dent. Earlier this month, the 
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Ex-Chicago police Officer 
Joseph Frugoli, left, caused 
a crash while driving drunk 
that killed Fausto Manzera, 
above left, and Andrew 
Cazares in 2009. 
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Amtrak passenger cars rest Monday on Interstate 5 alongside smashed vehicles in DuPont, Wash., south of Seattle. 


3 killed as train derails 


Dozens injured as Amtrak cars 
plunge onto Washington highway 


By RACHEL LA CORTE, 
GILLIAN FLACCUS AND 
MICHAEL SISAK 
Associated Press 


DUPONT, Wash. — An 
Amtrak train making the 
first-ever run along a faster 
new route hurtled off an 
overpass south of Seattle at 
an estimated 80 mph Mon- 


day and spilled some of its 
cars onto the highway be- 
low, killing at least three 
people and crushing two 
vehicles, authorities said. 
Seventy-seven pas- 
sengers and seven crew 
members were aboard 
when the train derailed 
and pulled 13 cars off the 
tracks. At least 50 people 


were hospitalized, more 
than a dozen with critical 
or serious injuries, author- 
ities said. No one on the 
highway was killed. 

A website that maps 
location and speed using 
data from Amtrak’s train 
tracker app shows the train 
was going 81.1 mph about 
one-quarter mile from the 
point where it derailed, 
where the speed limit is 
significantly lower. 

A track chart prepared 


by the Washington State 
Department of Transporta- 
tion shows the maximum 
speed drops from 79 mph 
to 30 mph for passenger 
trains just before the tracks 
curve to cross Interstate 5, 
which is where the train 
went off the tracks. 

The chart, dated Feb. 7, 
2017, was submitted to the 
Federal Railroad Adminis- 
tration in anticipation of 
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Viral protest photo grows 
into a lasting friendship 


Moment at O’Hare 
bonded 2 families 
of different faiths 


By VIKKI ORTIZ HEALY 
Chicago Tribune 


A year ago, these two 
families could not have 
predicted they would be 
together this week lighting 
candles on a menorah. 

The Bendat-Appells, of 
Deerfield, are a Jewish 
rabbi and his wife, who 
works full time for a Jew- 
ish organization, and their 
three children, who all 
attend a Jewish day school 
on the North Shore. 

The Yildirims, who live 
in Schaumburg, are a Mus- 
lim husband and wife and 


their four children, who 
have never set foot in a 
synagogue and before this 
year had no Jewish friends. 

Yet their friendship is a 
reflection of what they 
celebrated together Sun- 
day evening at the rabbi’s 
home. The ritual of lighting 
the menorah during the 
eight days of Hanukkah 
reminds Jewish people of 
how a tiny bit of oil was 
able to create light in the 
darkness for much longer 
than expected, just as the 
bond between the two fam- 
ilies has continued to illu- 
minate their lives, months 
after their chance meeting 
during a protest against the 
Trump administration’s 
travel ban in February at 
O’Hare Airport. 


Yasemin Yildirim, second from right, who is Muslim, helps 
light a menorah at the Bendat-Appells’ home on Sunday. 


At the protest, each fa- 
ther hoisted a child onto 
his shoulders — then 9- 
year-old Adin Bendat-Ap- 
pell wearing his yarmulke 
and then 7-year-old 
Meryem Yildirim in her 
hijab — and the two poster- 


carrying kids were cap- 
tured sharing a laugh to- 
gether in a Chicago Trib- 
une photograph. 

Since then, the photo 
has gone viral, viewed by 
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Senate poised 
to OK tax bill 


GOP gets support from 2 key senators 
as former holdout Corker takes heat 


By LISA MASCARO 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — The 
GOP tax bill picked up 
support from two more 
senators Monday and re- 
sumed its lurch toward 
passage this week, despite 
last-minute concerns 
when another key senator 
raised questions that 
seemed to put his support 
in doubt. 

Sen. Susan Collins of 
Maine and Sen. Mike Lee 
of Utah, two holdouts 
whose votes were likely 
but uncertain, offered 
strong endorsement for 
the package. 

But Sen. Bob Corker, 
R-Tenn., who was the sole 
GOP vote against the orig- 
inal Senate bill and then 
endorsed the final pack- 
age only last week, ex- 
pressed concerns over the 
weekend about a provi- 
sion that would provide 
tax breaks for real estate 
developers. 

Critics were quick to 


Bill’s impact for 
Illinois taxpayers 


Much of the news about 
Congress’ tax overhaul 
bill has focused on politics 
— but what does it mean 
for Illinois residents? 
Business 


note that many lawmakers 
with sizable real estate 
holdings, including Cor- 
ker, as well as President 
Donald Trump, would 
personally benefit from 
the provision. Corker 
spent the weekend fend- 
ing off attacks that he had 
traded his vote. 

Corker’s office said 
Monday he would still 
support the bill, but he 
asked GOP leaders in the 
Senate for an explanation 
over how the provision 
made it into the final 
version. “Because this is- 
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‘He was a person 
who had dreams’ 
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Mom of teen slain 
on paper route has 
message for killer 


By ELVIA MALAGON, 
PETER NICKEAS 

AND KATHERINE 
ROSENBERG-DOUGLAS 
Chicago Tribune 


For his sister’s 12th 
birthday, Brian Jasso 
wanted to buy her Skull- 
candy headphones. 

But he also wanted to 
take his girlfriend out on a 
date, and the 15-year-old 
didn’t have enough money 
to do both. He got up 
before the sun rose Sun- 
day to help his mother’s 
boyfriend deliver news- 
papers to earn the extra 
cash. The mother’s 
boyfriend, 28, previously 
identified as his stepfa- 
ther, offered to give the 
teen money so he could go 
back to sleep. Jasso 
wanted to work. 

“I like to work and I 
have to earn it? the 
boyfriend, who asked not 
to be identified out of 
safety concerns, remem- 


FAMILY PHOTO 
Brian Jasso, 15, with his 
mother, Carmen Manzano. 


bers Jasso telling him. 

Before they finished de- 
livering the Chicago Trib- 
une and other news- 
papers, the Chicago Lawn 
teen was shot to death, 
less than 5 miles from his 
home in the LeClaire 
Courts neighborhood on 
Southwest Side. 

The teen’s mother, Car- 
men Manzano, thinks any 
witnesses would be too 
afraid to come forward, 
but she wants it to weigh 
on the shooter’s con- 
science. 

“I hope the person who 
did this sees this so they 
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Tom Skilling’s forecast <> High 49 


Low27 Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
i forecast on back page of A+E section 
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